has recently discussed a simple model of growth and competition. It is one that we did not include in the list of models we (Ayala, Gilpin and Ehrenfeld, 1973; Gilpin and Ayala, 1973), fitted to data on interspecies competition between Drosophila willistoni and D. pseudoobscura. Since we were striving there for completeness, we should like in this note to treat Schoener's model in the spirit of our earlier work. Schoener's single-species growth model is:
I is the energy input into the system per unit time, C is the energy cost of maintenance and replacement per unit time per individual, b is the energy cost per individual per unit time of interacting with a conspecific, N is the number of individuals, and Y is the conversion rate of energy into individuals. Schoener extends this model to two species competition:
where the other parameters are the same as before, and where di is the energy cost per individual of interacting with a member of species j. We have no comments on the intuitive or mechanistic basis of Schoener's derivation. We shall only comment on how well Eq. (2) accounts phenomenologically for the results we obtained in our Drosophila system. First note that, insofar as form is concerned, both Eq. (1) and Eq. (2) have an "excess" parameter:
Y may be incorporated into the other parameters through a suitable normalization.
In our original analysis we did, in fact, consider models of the form
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